MINUTES

of the meeting of

The Novel Club of Cleveland
May 1, 2007

Decorated with stained glass panels and Oriental Rugs, the step-down living room of George and Mollie Downing was the site of the May 1, 2007 meeting of The Novel Club. George shared hosting duties with Mary Douthit which really means that Mary and Mollie did yeowomen work in supplying us with tasty wine and goodies.

George Weimer in his penultimate appearance as our fearless leader called the meeting to order and called for the introduction of guests. Karen Kirby wife of Al, and John Morgan son of Caroline and Warren Morgan were welcomed.

The problems of Emeritus status, discussed at some length during the annual meeting were at least temporarily resolved. Dick Cusick, and Ann and Norm Roulet were voted unanimously into this category, Fred Tyler having been so named at the Annual Meeting. The sudden disappearance from our active membership left our ranks depleted by four. While there did not appear to be a crucial need to impress casual strollers through Borders or Barnes and Noble, the suggestion was made for us to talk with some of our bookish friends and keep an eye open for prospective new members.

Because the  first Tuesday in January 2008 falls on the night following New Year’s Eve the group has postponed that meeting until Jan. 8th by which time everyone is expected to have gotten over the hangover with which we characteristically welcome the New Year.

By the time all of these essentials had been dealt with some of the natives were getting restless and Larry suggested that the meeting deal with the book assigned for the night, Orhan Pamuk’s Snow.

Carolyn Morgan presented the biographical paper. She noted that Pamuk was born in 1952 and raised in a very Westernized portion of Istanbul. He attended American Robert School and then studied first architecture and then Journalism at Istanbul University. He gave up the idea of becoming an architect and subsequently devoted his working life to writing at which he has been very successful with the ultimate achievement of garnering the Nobel Prize in Literature. With the exception of several years spent teaching at Columbia University he has lived his entire life in Turkey and still resides in the house where he was raised. He has had a run-in with the Turkish Court where he was accused but acquitted of having written an anti-Turkish screed relating to the slaughter of the Armenians by the Turks. He has a daughter but the biographies do not mention a wife. Carolyn’s excellent presentation was appreciated and applauded.

Leigh Fabens presented the critical paper. She summarized the plot, no easy task since the author presented a long story with many characters whose names were unpronounceable. The major figure was Ka, an indecisive exile who had returned to Turkey ostensibly to examine the multiple suicides of young Islamist women who had been forced by the secular state to remove their head scarves at School. In truth his real motive may have been to reconnect with Ipek a recently separated beauty of his school days. The town of Kars where the greater portion of the story takes place was in the throes of a blizzard-like snow (Kar, in Turkish). Ka, Kar, Kars, get it? Now the story gets complicated with the Army, secularists, Kurds, and Islamists fighting it out on the stage of a theater, and in the audience. Many young people are killed, some imprisoned, some tortured. Among the casualties are Blue a Muslim killer, Sunay an actor, Necip a religious student and even Ka who never could figure out whether he was secular or religious. Another scene of an interview between an assassin and his intended victim further examined the internecine hatred of one group for another. Realism and fantasy seemed to merge. Finally a thaw managed to open Kars to the outside world again and the novel petered out.

Leigh submitted 4 questions which addressed some of the issues presented. First was an investigation of the role of Theater. Theater as Art, as political exposition. Was the novel Brechtian? Perhaps, but Brecht was more graceful and polished. How universal was Kars was the second poser? Did it represent all of Turkey or an area divorced from the main-stream. The problems developing in this isolated area may soon represent questions facing first Turkey and then other European countries, especially those with large Muslim populations. The head scarf issue is already troubling France which has forbidden its use. Finally how can one describe the ‘romance’ between Ka and Ipek? Neither was comfortable with it and it was no surprise that it foundered.

Leigh’s presentation and the discussion that followed was so vigorous that none of us was aware that 10:00 had arrived and we were somewhat surprised when George ended the evening’s debate. The final vote-Book interesting, dense, confusing, but a very worthwhile read.

Respectfully submitted.

Arthur J. Newman

