MINUTES

of the meeting of
the Novel Club of Cleveland
December 6, 2005

The evening of Dec. 6, 2005 was cold and frosty, the pavement was icy but the members of The Novel Club were not dissuaded and flocked eagerly to inspect the new digs of Lloyd Owens, and to discuss the book of the month, Virginia Woolf’s To The Lighthouse. Emereti/ae included Lew McCreary and Trish Beall and there were many guests who were duly introduced. They included the Messrs. Gabel, Kirby, Barnard, and the Mss. Gruel and Tarantino.

During the preliminary remarks George Weimer reassured us that he was making attempts to obtain the funds from the Club’s account with the late Ted Remmert. This was followed by Bob Jackson who reminded us that submission of books to be considered for next year was to be accomplished by Jan. 15th, 2006. In addition to contemporary fiction meant to include works published since about 1990, 3 classics would be chosen and a new category, that of mystery and suspense would include 3 books. Those members requiring their annual fix of Marcel Proust can rest easy, he too will be included.

Louise Mooney presented the biographical paper on Virginia Woolf. She, Ms. Woolf that is, was descended from a long and distinguished line of well educated writers and photographers. (Ms. Mooney’s antecedents are no less distinguished.) The young  Virginia spent her summers at St. Ives on the coast of Cornwall and it is speculated that this summer retreat on the banks of the ocean served as the setting for To The Lighthouse. The Woolfs were members of the Bloomsbury group among whom were the Bells, the Grants, the Stephens, the Frys, the Duckworths, the Garnetts, the Stracheys, and the Hutchinsons among others. The alignments of these families changed with great frequency and without regard to sexual orientation. It would have required a line-up and batting order to have known on any given day who was sleeping with whom. Despite this, Leonard Woolf’s marriage to Virginia Stephen was successful and lasted over 20 years and ended only when Virginia put a large stone in her pocket and waded into a stream and drowned. This unhappy ending had been presaged over many years with multiple bouts of severe depression. Her literary life had been a great triumph and the publication of A Room Of One’s Own was a landmark in the pursuit of the rights of women.

James Saunders presented the critical paper and submitted a list of questions which drew cogent though occasionally contradictory comments from the members. James noted that the book had been divided into three sections the first and last of which were concerned with the Ramsay family’s unsuccessful attempt to visit a lighthouse off the shore of their summer home while the middle part dealt with the 2nd World War and the death of several members of the Ramsay family. Additional characters included Lily Briscoe, a painter who successfully completed her painting, giving the lie to Mr. Tansley who persistently denigrated women’s talents and persistence.  

Some of the members thought that Ms. Ramsay was the pervading presence in the book. She was presented as more intelligent though not as well educated as her husband. Mr. Ramsay was seen as an intellectual prig and may have represented Virginia’s father, Leslie Stephen. Leon Gabinet thought that Lily  was the most important character and Gail Newman suggested that Lily represented the author. Bob Targett felt that the war set the mood for the entire book. The lighthouse was accepted as a Freudian symbol as well, perhaps, as a sign of uncertainty since its faces keep changing.

Both reports were enthusiastically received despite some competition from Lloyd’s clock which gonged both presenters as though Major Bowes had returned from the past.

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur J. Newman, M.D.   

