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Khaled Hosseini is an Afghanistani-American novelist and physician. His 2003 debut novel, The Kite Runner, was a bestseller. His second, A Thousand Splendid Suns, was released on May 22, 2007.
Hosseini was born in 1965 in Kabul, Afghanistan to an ethnic Tajik family of Kizilbash descent. His father was a diplomat with the Afghan Foreign Ministry.  His mother taught Farsi and History at a large high school for girls in Kabul. In 1970, the Foreign Ministry sent his family, along with his three siblings, to Teheran, Iran, where his father worked for the Afghan embassy. In 1973, Hosseini's family returned to Kabul, where, in July of that year, Hosseini's youngest brother was born. Also in July of 1973, Afghanistan’s king, Sahir Shah, was overthrown in a bloodless coup by his cousin, Daoud Khan.  At the time, Hosseini was in fourth grade.

In 1976, the Afghan Foreign Ministry relocated Hosseini’s family to Paris. In 1978, a communist coup overthrew the Afghan government; Daoud Khan 45was assassinated.  In December 1979 the Soviet army invaded the country.  [Note:  the dates here are unclear; other sources say both events were in 1980; I take these dates from an interview with Hosseini.]  The Hosseinis, with their diplomatic lines of communication, heard terrible stories of the chaos, including a story of a distant cousin who tried to escape into Pakistan hidden in a fuel truck; he suffocated en route.  The Hosseinis lived uneasily in Paris:  whenever they traveled Hosseini’s father would insist that they wait by the elevator in the garage while he went across the lot to get the car.  He was afraid of car bombs.  Also the new regime sent its own diplomats to Paris; one diplomat brought his family and Hosseini remembers boys who called him “comrade.”  

Ultimately, Hosseini’s father chose not to return to Afghanistan and sought political asylum in the United States.  In September 1980 the family moved to San Jose, California. Having lost all their Afghan property in the coup, they were forced to subsist on welfare and food stamps for a brief period.  Hosseini recalls their first Christmas in the United States:  They were at home one afternoon when a procession of Boy Scouts arrived, bringing boxes of canned food, old clothes, a Christmas tree, and used toys.  The children appreciated the visit but Hosseini’s parents found it mortifying.  Hosseini’s father took multiple jobs, including one as a driving instructor, and managed to get his family off welfare.  
Hosseini graduated from Independence High School in San Jose in 1984 and enrolled at Santa Clara University, where he earned a bachelor's degree in biology in 1988. The following year, he entered the University of California, San Diego, School of Medicine, where he earned his M.D. in 1993. He completed his residency in internal medicine at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles in 1996. He practiced medicine until a year and half after the release of The Kite Runner.

In an interview with Riverhead Books, Hosseini explained that he wanted to write a book about Afghanistan, and he decided to focus on a time that most people have forgotten:  the peaceful pre-Soviet era in Afghanistan.  

The inclusion of the Hazara characters came from his personal experiences with Afghan Hazaras.  One Hazara man, named Hossein Khan, worked for the Hosseinis when they were living in Iran. When Hosseini was in third grade, he learned that Khan was illiterate and so he taught Khan to read and write. Hosseini also knew a child named Moussa, an ethnic Hazara who lived across the street from Hosseini in his youth.  The neighborhood where he lived was the one used in the book, Wazir Akbar Khan: a fairly affluent district of northern Kabul.  New homes were being built at the time, and the owners hired others to keep watch over their homes as they were under construction.  Moussa and his mother served that function.  Hosseini reports that from time to time he and his siblings would play soccer or fly kites with Moussa.    The character that ended up being Hassan was a fusion of two people, Hussein Khan and Moussa.
Hosseini asserts that the characters in the book are not autobiographical  He doesn’t think he personally has much in common with Amir.  He admits, however, that like Amir, he grew up admiring his father with an intense desire to please him.  Fatherhood in Afghanistan is revered; people are always identified by reference to their fathers.  Also like Amir, Hosseini said he loved reading and writing at an early age and loved going to the movie theater as a child. When Hosseini was a child, he read a great deal of Persian poetry as well as Persian translations of novels ranging from Alice in Wonderland to Mickey Spillane's Mike Hammer series.

Hosseini currently lives in California.  He is married with two children.
***
With acknowledgements to Wikipedia and Bloomsbury.com, as well as other Internet sources that pretty much just repeat the Wikipedia information.

