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Richard Ford was born February 16, 1944 in Jackson Mississippi, a location that has forever placed him in the position of being compared to Eudora Welty and William Faulkner. Actually, his childhood was in the same neighborhood as Eudora Welty, even attending the same high school many years later. They became close friends and he became the literary executor of her estate, and served as a pallbearer at her funeral. 

His parents were both born in Arkansas, his mother into abject poverty, growing up in a home with a dirt floor. I would be remiss not to mention that his father was of Irish descent. His mother was devoted to her husband first and foremost.  Although Richard recognizes the love his parents had for him, he was sent to live with his grandparents in Little Rock, Arkansas after his father's first heart attack which occurred when Richard was only 8 years old. He succumbed to his final heart attack when Richard was 16 years old. He is quoted as saying of his parents, "They were nice to me. They did not foster in me any bad attitudes. Any bad attitudes I have, I have fostered on my own."

Moving in with his grandparents, he was exposed to a different lifestyle. His grandfather had been a prizefighter who later worked on the railroad, and subsequently went into the hotel business. All of this was greatly influential to Richard who tried his hand on the Missouri Pacific train line and later went to Michigan State University to pursue a degree in hospitality management. He chose Michigan State in part because, "it didn't have racial problems the way Mississippi did."  Fortunately, he changed his major to English. It has been noted that he may have had some dyslexia, and that may have constrained him to savor literature at a deliberate and thoughtful pace. He taught at a junior high school in Michigan after graduating.

His next adventure was a stint in the Marines, which ended in a medical discharge, having contracted hepatitis. In 1968 he married his college sweetheart, Kristina Hensley, to whom he has remained devoted over the years. She is accomplished in her own right, and was later the Executive Director of the City Planning Commission for the city of New Orleans. They lived for a while on Bourbon Street in the French quarter and then in the Garden District. He has no children, as was agreed upon prior to marriage, adamant that "I hate children." He now lives in East Boothbay, Maine.

His education then took a turn toward law school at Washington University in St. Louis, a very brief endeavor. Not recognizing his own proclivity for writing, he applied to, and was accepted at the University of California, Irvine’s creative writing program, having determined that he was unlikely to be accepted into his first choice, Iowa. This fortunate twist of fate placed him into the mentorship of Oakley Hall, and E. L. Doctorow, to both of whom he acknowledges a great debt.

His first novel was published in 1976, A Piece of My Heart. He then taught at Williams College and at Princeton University for brief period of time subsequent to which he published his second novel in 1981, The Ultimate Good Luck. Both were critically well received, but without much benefit in regard to sales. He then took a job at Inside Sports magazine until it closed in 1982. Rejected for a position at Sports Illustrated, he once again turned his efforts to writing novels. He produced The Sportswriter. This became awarded the status of one of the 5 best books of 1986, by Time magazine. He was lauded as a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction. This was followed by a book of short stories that only served to enhance his reputation. His book Independence Day, published in 1995, did go on to win not only the coveted PEN/Faulkner Award, but also the esteemed Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. He also was the recipient of the Rea Award for the Short Story in the same year. He has written 5 novels, 3 collections of short stories and served as editor of the Granta Book of the American Short Story, and also the Granta Book of the American Long Story.

In addition to Princeton, and Williams College, he taught at Bowdoin College, and the University of Mississippi. In 2008 he was Adjunct Professor at the Oscar Wilde Centre with the School of English at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.

His background in sports in many ways mirrors his character in Independence Day, Frank Bascombe. Ford states "if you're in Mississippi and you want to be a writer, you have an inescapable obligation to Faulkner.” Bascombe is named for Faulkner’s character, Mrs. Compson, in The Sound and the Fury, whose middle name is Bascomb. He shuns comparisons to other writers, in addition to Faulkner, including John Updike, Ernest Hemingway, and Percy Walker, stating, "You can't write… on the strength of influence. You can only write a good story or a good novel by yourself."

[bookmark: _GoBack]He apparently does not suffer criticism with aplomb. When Alice Hoffman criticized his writing in a nasty manner, he criticized her latest book by shooting a hole in it and sending it to her. He commented, "Well my wife shot it first. She took the book out into the backyard, and shot it. But people make such a big deal out of it – shooting a book – it's not like I shot her." He maintained more collegial relationships with other writers, including Raymond Carver. He continues to work on his own writing, including the third Frank Bascombe novel.




