MINUTES 
of the Meeting of 
the Novel Club of Cleveland 
April 1, 2008

Members of The Novel Club gathered at the home of Tom Slavin in the woods of Hunting Valley on the evening of April 1, 2008. The house was picturesquely described as The Stable and is as remotely related to a stable as Marie Antoinette’s cottage was to a real cottage of its period. Perhaps due to its remote location and the attendant difficulty in finding it despite Ham’s excellent directions, or the bountiful table laid on by Tom, or by the late arrival of our president and scribe who had debarked from a plane just a few hours before, it was not until 8:30 PM that Gail called the meeting to order.

The guests were two in number, Mme. Kirby and Mr. Gabel, both well known and admired by the rest of us. Their failure to join the group leads me to believe that the poor economy has struck close to home and I for one would be willing to pass the hat to enable them to join.

The minutes of the previous meeting were presented by Art Stupay whose skill in collecting our thoughts was augmented by his humor and by research he had performed. Art had consulted the constitution of the Club and unearthed the quaint notion that it was expected that 15 minutes were to be deemed sufficient to present the biographical material and a similar quarter hour to the critical paper. 

Anne Ogan announced that the program committee had assembled 18 novels to be presented to the Club at the Annual Meeting to be held on Apr.27th at the home of Ham Emmons. Those wishing an advance look at the list and the opportunity to study it and choose nine were encouraged to take a copy home.

The novel under discussion for the evening was The Golden Apples by Eudora Welty whose biography was lovingly presented by Louise Mooney. Though she wrote in a local idiom her works were considered important enough to be included among the first to be published  in the Library of America.  She wrote short stories and novels and was a Pulitzer Prize winner in 1973. She was also granted the French Legion d’Honneur. Her first name was used as the title for my e-mail system, Eudora. Her talents were not limited to writing as she was employed as a photographer by the WPA during the 30’s. Her unhappy marriage may have served her well as fodder for the description of marriage in her works. She died at the age of 92 and is buried in Mississippi where most of her work is centered.

Jas. Saunders presented the critical paper on  The Golden Apples. His presentation exceeded  the 15 minutes recommended by the by-laws and resulted from a malfunction of his computer. It is a description of Morgana, MS, an imaginary town and some of its noteworthy inhabitants,  among them King McClain a strikingly successful seducer of young Southern belles. Perhaps the central character is Miss Eckhardt though as someone born outside of Morgana she is not “one of the natives”. Virgie is central also as are the Morrison sibs. The various chapters were written at different times and were pasted together to form this novel.

The presentation and the late start of the meeting cut down on the time available for the discussion. There was an opportunity, however, for John Conomy to comment on the way the story was told and sounded and that this was for him even more than the fate of the characters a positive note. Art Stupay said that the use of the N.. word and the description of Blacks as unpleasant objects rather than people suggested that the Author was Racist. Louise defended  Welty’s writing as a description of the South as it really was at the time she wrote. This raises the issue of Presentism, the tendency to judge the actions of people from the past by current moral standards.

Discussion was cut off by the hands of the clock and at 10:05 the meeting was closed. 

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur J. Newman

