MINUTES

 of the Meeting of

the Novel Club of Cleveland

May 6, 2008

On May 6, 2008 The Novel Club of Cleveland met at the home of Leigh and Andrew Fabens whose pair of Cairn Terriers welcomed us and notified us of latecomers.

As promised, Gail Newman brought to the meeting a dinner bell with which she summoned nibblers of the Fabens bounty and ushered them to the Living room where the meeting was called to order at 8:15.

Mary Douthitt who had been busy trying to extract annual dues from us introduced her guest, her son Evan.

There followed the announcement that Warren Morgan as well as Larry Siegler was applying for emeritus status. Reluctantly, these applications were voted unanimously in the affirmative.

With the resignation from the active members list of Warren and Larry and the addition at the Annual Meeting of Karen Kirby and Jane Hammond our numbers seem to have stabilized at 32 leaving four vacancies to be filled. Members are encouraged to beat the literary bushes (small b) to attract some applicants flush enough to pay the Annual Dues.

Gail announced that she had notified Appletree books of our selections for next year and hoped they would be made available.

There ensued a discussion as to when to remind over enthusiastic speakers that they had exceeded the time allotted for their presentations. Gail issued an ukase establishing a bell ring to sound at 15 minutes to be followed by another at 20 minutes at which time the speaker would be flogged and dragged off the floor.

Mary Douthitt presented a biographical paper on long-e Evelyn Waugh the author of The Loved One, our Book of the Month selection. Long-e had the misfortune of not being the first in a long line of Waugh children thereby missing out on the large and exclusive quota of paternal love doled out to the eldest. He was ignored and developed perhaps in retribution a mean personality, and chronic drunkenness. He was expelled from secondary school for homosexuality, and failed to earn a degree from Oxford. He was equally unsuccessful at committing suicide when he was chased from the water into which he was going to hurl himself by a school of stinging Jellyfish. He married for the first time in 1928 but was soon divorced, having been cuckolded by his best friend.  He then embraced Catholicism to which he clung with great ardor as he did to his next wife Laura Herbert who provided him with 7 children. He served in World War 2 at some danger to himself since he was as likely to be shot at by his own troops as by the enemy. He turned out a report on Tito’s persecution of Catholics which was judged irrelevant by Sir Anthony Eden.

As a writer he was highly esteemed by his colleagues but managed to avoid being awarded notable honors and distinctions. His best known work is Brideshead Revisited. The Loved One was wildly popular in the United States and was made into a movie. He died in 1963 at the age of 62.

John Conomy presented  the critical paper. He arrived armed with many books, and even a DVD of the movie made of The Loved One. He had absorbed so much of the author’s style that it was difficult to be certain that it wasn’t Waugh himself reading and satirizing the novel. John carried us through the plot which was a send-up of Waugh’s British colleagues living and plying the movie trade in Hollywood followed by a satire on the American way of death. The funeral industry was pilloried and its practitioners who eschewed any mention of death and dealt euphemistically with coffins, cosmetics, corpses, and commerce were held up to ridicule. 

Both John’s and Mary’s papers were well received.

Following the presentation of the papers we are usually presented with a list of questions which serve as an introduction to discussion of the novel. None of us feel limited in our comments to stick closely to the substance of the questions but they do serve as a framework on which to build. No questions were submitted this evening and it seemed to me that the comments were more nebulous though Gail tried by introducing some queries to get the discussion going.

This novel, though judged funny by Tom Slavin and others didn’t please Diane Stupay who found it boring and not even satirical. June Salm said that it was sophomoric and GaiI felt that it lacked surprises. Perhaps it is just outdated. Since it was written we have all encountered death and we find it and the way it is handled distinctly unfunny.

Following a few more remarks about difficulty with the Club’s web site, the meeting closed at 9:30.  

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur J. Newman
