MINUTES

of the Annual Meeting of

The Novel Club of Cleveland 

Sunday, April 29, 2007

April 29,  2007, a sparkling clear Spring Sunday and the handsome home of Ham and Lin Emmons provided the backdrop for the Annual Meeting of The Novel Club.

Twenty one members were in attendance for this 3:00 meeting which started promptly at 3:30.

There was a bit of confusion as the first order of business dealt with the election of a new member who had inadvertently been invited to attend as a guest, a horrid no-no strictly forbidden by our Constitution. There was some question whether the Club would survive this breach in the Rules but a brave face was put upon it and the guest was ushered out of the room. A unanimous vote of approval was given to the applicant who then re-entered the room as our newest member, John Conomy.

There followed apologies and recriminations and the by-laws were examined closely to ensure that this particular faux-pas should not be repeated. It was recommended that the membership be canvassed by phone, perhaps after the candidate’s C.V. and letters of sponsorship and recommendation had been disseminated.

That problem resolved, another immediately surfaced and was not so easily dealt with. The question of emeritus status was raised in regard to Fred Tyler and Dick Cusick, both of whom had requested to be so named. Fred was easy. He had joined in 1965 and was judged to have reached his 70th Birthday shortly before the Flood. Dick, while sufficiently aged had been a member for only 13 years. What to do? What to do? Our resourceful members immediately introduced several motions, one defeated, one approved. The latter had something to do with referring difficult decisions to the membership committee which, after wrestling with the matter at hand would present recommendations to the Club as a whole for judgment. Losers would be shunned and turned away at the door.

Norm and Ann Roulet have asked to resign since Norm has developed a balance problem making his attendance impossible. Members for only 7 and 8 years respectively, but highly admired, their case will receive special attention.

Mary Douthit our down-to-earth Treasurer reported that although the Rules stipulate that Emeriti are required to pay dues none have been forthcoming since her tenure began. The alarming idea was then posed that since at least seven of the active members have been enrolled more than 15 years ago what would happen if they all sought emeritus status and didn’t pay the onerous dues now at 20 bucks a year, an all time high? Several of us may seek faith based guidance to deal with this quandary. For now it goes into the large file of unfinished business.

Then followed a discussion of the possibility of combining the electronic records which are currently being submitted to Ham Emmons with ancient paper ones currently being guarded by James Saunders and the Historical Society. I don’t know how that one came out.

These problems having been dealt with or swept under the rug we then turned our attention to the Council of Membership and Administration which presented the slate of officers to be voted on by the membership.

Gail Newman was nominated for President, Catherine La Croix for Vice Pres. and Pres. Elect, Leigh Fabens for Corresponding Sec’y,  Art Newman for recording Sec’y, and Mary Douthit, (good sport) for Treasurer. The slate was approved by acclamation and the results met with thunderous applause.

The composition of the various committees had not been fully decided at this time and will depend on who can be wheedled, coaxed, nagged, or otherwise beaten into submission.

Following the presentation by the Program Committee of 18 possible choices

for books to be read for the coming year the following are the winners:

All the King’s Men – Robert Penn Warren

Loving – Henry Green

Women in Love – D. H. Lawrence

Candide – Voltaire

England England – Julian Barnes
The Loved One – Evelyn Waugh

The Folded Leaf – William Maxwell

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini

The Golden Apples – Eudora Welty

This concluded the day’s business and we all headed for wine and victuals – all yummy.

Our next meeting May 1 will be at the home of George and Molly Downing.   

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur J. Newman

