MINUTES

of the meeting of

The Novel Club of Cleveland 
May 2, 2006

The members of the Novel Club were the guests of Catherine and Warren Morgan on May 2, 2006 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Cleveland Heights.

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by George Weimer. The first order of business was to have been the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. Your scribe was absent for the April Meeting and if anyone recorded the events of that meeting, he or she was not present at this time. Then it was suggested that since the most recent meeting had been the annual business meeting on April 23rd perhaps those minutes could be read. They had been submitted electronically but were not present in the flesh to be read at this meeting so no minutes were presented. Those who feel their absence sorely will find them on the Club’s Web Site. For those electronically challenged a copy will be read at the next meeting on June 6, 2006 at The Cleveland Skating Club.

Mary Douthit presented the Treasurer’s Report. She announced that our Bank balance was in the black to the tune of $56.55 with all bills paid. This does not give us a great cushion so the prompt payment of the annual dues, now  $20, was encouraged.

A request was made to have the printing of next year’s booklet more legible than that in the current one and it will be duly undertaken.

George Downing (looking more tan than ever) then presented the biographical paper on Lily Tuck. A seemingly innocent assignment turned into a monster since almost no printed material is available. Fortunately a mutual friend of Ms. Tuck and the Downings was able to supply a little more material. Lily had been born in Paris in 1938. Her early life had been spent in Lima, Peru and Montivideo, Uruguay. From there she moved to New York City where she attended the Nightingale-Bamford School and then moved on to one of the Seven Sisters. She had written three previous books but The News From Paraguay attracted notice when from among five women finalists for the National Book award it was chosen the winner. She is described as a diminutive gray-haired lady whose reading from her book at a recent book signing in Colorado was described as rather boring since she read in a monotone.

Dick Cusick presented the critical paper. He raised the question of the accuracy of the historical events portrayed in the book and the competence which the author delineated  character development. The novel presents the basic facts of a petty tyrant who becomes the ruler of Paraguay, enters into an unnecessary war in which he manages to lose about 90% of the male population of his country and along with his eldest son and almost everyone else in the book loses his life. Set against this historical review is the story of Ella Lynch, an Irish courtesan who plays the role of bodice ripper in a classical rags to riches to rags affair (this expression plagiarized from a blog about the book) with Francisco Gomez the aforementioned ruler. She is described as a beautiful but self absorbed woman whose greatest loves are her horse Mathilde and her jewels and finery.

Both presentations were well received and applauded.

The discussion seemed especially spirited and although many opinions were offered there was a common ground on which all agreed, that the book did not deserve to be a National Book Award winner. Very little character development had occurred and there was general agreement that Ella had a very flattened affect. The fragmentary style made the book seem to some more of a journalistic effort than a novel. Gail found the book depressing with the almost unending series of murders and accidental deaths, some due to an apparently incompetent physician Because the quotation at the beginning of the book suggested that Ella had “ learnt to live with things”  Ted thought that she had scored a sort of triumph but that did not seem to be the majority opinion since she ended up living alone and at least a little unhinged. Not to be completely negative it was conceded that the author’s descriptions especially of the flora and fauna of Paraguay (which she had never visited) were beautiful.

A question was also raised as to whether the book was pornographic but no vote was taken.

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur J. Newman  

